Proactive Information-Sharing for Stronger SEZ Management

With Thailand’s Ministry of Commerce and support from the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
Special Fund, MI implemented an e-training course on “Measures for the Management and
Promotion of Special Economic Zones (SEZ).” The training, which ran from August 10 to 21,
2020, helped strengthen capacities of 25 participants in SEZ management. Read more.

Innovative Green Freight and Logistics Training Highlights

Sustainable Development

MI rolled out the “Advanced Training of Trainers on Green Freight and Logistics Certification”
training from August 24 to September 11, 2020. Supported by the Mekong-Republic
of Korea Cooperation Fund (MKCF), 19 participants completed the online training to
better promote efficient and environment-friendly freight and logistics practices in the

Mekong region. Read more.

MI and Partners Strategize Tourism Recovery

Under MKCEF, project partners of the “Sustainable and Smart Tourism Development in the Mekon
projectp P g
Region” project convened to discuss proactive measures to support tourism recovery and deepen

collaboration between the Republic of Korea and Mekong region countries. Read more.

Bridging the Gender Gap for Inclusive Growth Recovery

M, in collaboration with the Ministry of Commerce of Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam,
as well as the Korea International Development Agency have rolled out the “Market Access Through
E-Commerce Promotion for Women-Led SMEs” project to help increase income and employment

opportunities of women-led enterprises in the Greater Mekong Subregion. Read more.
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Diversification and Digitization Keys to SME Resilience

Mr. Madhurjya Kumar Dutta, MI’s Director of Trade and Investment Facilitation, was
one of four speakers who presented ways forward in strengthening the resilience of SMEs
against a COVID-19 landscape at a webinar on “Supporting SME Internationalization in
the New Normal” last September 15, 2020. Organized by the Asian Development Bank,
Mtr. Dutta highlighted the need to help SMEs access new markets in the region and tap on
digitization practices as safeguards against risk of loss and to protect return of investments.

Read more.
Cambodia Food SMEs Discuss Impacts of COVID-19

MI together with Cambodia’s Consumer Protection, Competition, and Fraud Repression
Directorate-General and the Cambodian Food Manufacturers Association hosted a food safety
forum last September 22, 2020. Under the theme “Challenges and Coping Strategies for Food
Enterprises in the Time of COVID-19,” the blended onsite and online forum was organized
to help smallholder producers and food enterprises take proactive steps in increasing food
production outputs, adapting better business e-strategies, and strengthening health protocols

to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Read more.

ROK-MI Renew Partnership

MI and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea formalized their partnership at
the virtual memorandum of understanding signing last September 28, 2020. This will see MI
extend its role and position as MKCF’s fund manager and implementing agency from 2020 to

2025. Read more.

MI and Partners Kick off R&D on Connective Energy

Systems

MI, China Southern Power Grid Co., Ltd., Yunnan Grid Co., Ltd., and other partners kicked
off the “Key Technologies Research and Demonstration Application of Smart City Energy
Network Cooperative Management and Operation Optimization Over One Belt One Road
Countries” project last September 29, 2020. Set to run from 2020 to 2023, the project

will deliver joint research, development, and demonstration activities to help integrate energy

consumption and maximize energy potentials in the Belt and Road countries. Read more.
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