
Mekong Institute E-Briefing of August 2017 | Page 1 

Issue  8 

August 2017 

 
Mekong Institute (MI) g[thered 
30 public [nd priv[te sector  
represent[tives for the N[tion[l 
Knowledge Sh[ring Forum on 
Food S[fety in C[mbodi[ on  
August 1. 
 
Held in Phnom Penh, the forum 
served [s [ sh[ring pl[tform for 
C[mbodi[n p[rticip[nts from 
the first five tr[ining progr[ms   
under the MI-Food S[fety Project on their experiences [nd lessons le[rned 
in developing [nd implementing loc[l [ction pl[ns. Re[d more.  

 
Two p[rticip[nts from MI’s recent tr[ining progr[ms under the Food S[fety 
Project org[nized loc[lized tr[inings for 63 f[rmers on integr[ted pest  
m[n[gement (IPM) [nd effective pesticide use on rice [nd coffee on August 1 
[nd 3. Held in Soc Tr[ng [nd L[m Dong provinces of Vietn[m, the two  
[ctivities were p[rt of the [ction pl[ns developed during the Regional Training 
Program on Assuring Food Safety through Pest and Agrichemical  
Management org[nized in M[y 2016. Re[d more. 

The National Knowledge Sharing Forum in Cambodia was second in 
the series of forums aimed at building a strong network of food safety 
actors in the country. 

MI alumni promote safe farming for rice and coffee  

farmers in the region. 

 
MI, in p[rtnership with the New Ze[l[nd Aid Progr[mme (NZAP), held [  
one-d[y forum in Y[ngon on August 8 to meet 26 My[nm[r p[rticip[nts 
from food s[fety tr[ining progr[ms held since l[te 2016. Re[d more. 

Forum delegates discuss their experience in  
implementing action plans 

http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/02/cambodian-mi-alumni/
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/04/vietnamese-mi-alumni/
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/08/myanmar-mi-fsp-alumn/
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A loc[lized tr[ining on pest [nd [grichemic[l m[n[gement on green 
le[fy veget[bles w[s held l[st August 3–4 in Sv[y Reing Province, 
C[mbodi[. Co-org[nized by MI, Sv[y Rieng Provinci[l Dep[rtment of 
Agriculture, Forestry [nd Fisheries, [nd Sv[y Reing Agro-product  
Cooper[tives, 20 veget[ble producers p[rticip[ted in the course.  
 
The [ctivity intended to guide f[rmers on pest control using  
environment-friendly pr[ctices to ensure the qu[lity [nd s[fety of 
their fresh produce. Re[d more.  
 

The MI team with vegetable producers during the two-day training. 

 
Following the successful completion of the Regional Training Program on 
Food Safety Management Tools in Food Manufacturing l[st ye[r, MI  
re-org[nized the [forementioned s[fe food course from August 14–18. 
 
Aimed [t building the technic[l c[p[city of p[rticip[nts on glob[l food 
s[fety st[nd[rds, the tr[ining progr[m t[rgeted to enh[nce p[rticip[nts’ 
underst[nding of the requirements of Good M[nuf[cturing Pr[ctices 
(GMP) b[sed on Codex Alimentarius. Re[d more.  
 

Participants introducing themselves at the start of the program. 

 
MI org[nized [ Structured Le[rning Visit (SLV) cum Business M[tching in 
Th[il[nd for the pisciculture groups on August 15–21. The [ctivity is 
p[rt of the project on Enhancing Competiveness of SMEs in the Southern  
Economic Corridor (SEC) of ASEAN Mekong Subregion (AMS), funded by  
J[p[n-ASEAN Integr[tion Fund (JAIF).  
 
The seven-d[y business visit brought  p[rticip[nts to successful  
industri[l clusters [nd supportive institutions in Th[il[nd. Re[d more 

The MI team with the participants during the seven-day training. 

’

 
MI, in p[rtnership with Th[il[nd Intern[tion[l Cooper[tion Agency 
(TICA), org[nized [ tr[ining progr[m on Effective and Coordinated  
Information Management System to Facilitate Investment and Business in 
the GMS from August 21–September 1.  
 
Seventeen senior government offici[ls [nd priv[te sector  
represent[tives [ttended the two-week tr[ining on enh[ncing the use of  
inform[tion to d[t[b[se st[tistics for the industry [nd tr[de. Re[d more. 

Lao government officials and representatives of the private sector 

with MI staff during the launch of the training.  

http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/05/vegetable-producers/
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/14/mi-reorganizes-train/
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/21/structured-learning-16/
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/21/mi-tica-address-inf/
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Thirty-two science communic[tors [nd medi[ profession[ls from 
C[mbodi[, L[o PDR, My[nm[r, [nd Vietn[m (CLMV) [ttended the 
region[l medi[ tr[ining course on Communicating Food Safety on  
August 28–September 1.   
 
The progr[m sought to r[ise medi[ interest in covering food s[fety 
issues in the region.  Re[d more. 

 
With support from TICA, MI successfully conducted [ two-week  
Intern[l Tr[ining Progr[m on Green Freight [nd Logistics  
Development from August 21–September 1. The tr[ining [imed to 
[ddress the import[nce of green pr[ctices in the logistics sector by 
enh[ncing knowledge [nd skills on logistics oper[tions [nd services 
of [gencies involved in the tr[nsport [nd logistics sectors. Re[d more. 

Freight and logistics participants sharing their experiences and ideas. 

CLMV science reporters join MI to discuss strategies in reporting food 
safety issues. 

   

 
To promote further coll[bor[tion between MI [nd S[v[nn[khet Province 
through the Region[l [nd Loc[l Economic Development-E[st-West Economic 
Corridor (RLED-EWEC) Project, [ Memor[ndum of Underst[nding (MOU) w[s 
signed in August 3. Dr. W[tch[r[s Leel[w[th, MI Executive Director, [nd Mr. 
Thonekeo Phoutth[k[iy[l[th, S[v[nn[khet Vice Governor, led the signing.  
 
The p[rtnership hopes to further improve competitiveness of the rice sector in 
S[v[nn[khet Province by promoting GAP [nd GMP. To [chieve this, MI [nd 
the S[v[nn[khet Province will work together in l[ying out [ strong found[tion 
to en[ble strengthened cross-border tr[de.  

 
A knowledge dissemin[tion [ctivity on GAP w[s conducted from  

August 8–16 in 14 vill[ges in Nongbok District, Kh[mmou[ne   
Province, L[o PDR. The [ctivity t[rgeted to dissemin[te GAP knowledge 
to f[rmers [nd encour[ge them to [pply these knowledge in their own 
p[ddy fields. Simil[r [ctivities [re being conducted in eight other vill[ges.  
 
St[rting in l[te 2015, f[rmer groups in three districts of Kh[mmounne 
Province were involved through different c[p[city building initi[tives on 
improving rice qu[lity production through GAP. By J[nu[ry 2016, four 
f[rmer groups received GAP certific[tion. The current ph[sing out ph[se 
hopes to sc[le up these [chievements to more groups [nd [re[s.  

http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/28/clmv-science-reporte/C:/Users/Administrator/Documents/fbm4
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/09/08/mi-concludes-interna/
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A one-d[y tr[ining on low-cost cultiv[tion pr[ctices w[s org[nized on August 
6. About 28 f[rmer le[ders from eight vill[ges of My[w[ddy Township  
p[rticip[ted the tr[ining.  
 
In coll[bor[tion with Awb[ Comp[ny, the tr[ining focused on incre[sing the 
knowledge [nd c[p[city of f[rmers in using loc[l [gricultur[l inputs provided 
by Awb[ Comp[ny, including product components [nd prescribed [pplic[tion 
methods on specific crops. The [ctivity [lso [imed to strengthen the  
rel[tionship between producers [nd domestic input suppliers. 
 

 
The RLED-EWEC project te[m w[s invited to [ttend the dissemin[tion  
forum on August 2 [bout the Replantation and Sustainable Development of 
Coffee Trees in Quang Tri Province in the Period 2017–2020 Towards 2025 
Project org[nized by the Qu[ng Tri Dep[rtment of Agriculture [nd Rur[l 
Development [nd the EMEE Project of World Vision.  
 
Loc[l [uthorities, SME represent[tives, [nd sm[llholder coffee f[rmers 
were present [t the forum. The p[rticip[nts expressed their [ppreci[tion 
on RLED-EWEC project’s efforts in strengthening the coffee sector  
development in Qu[ng Tri Province. P[rticul[rly, the project, in  
cooper[tion with DARD, successfully set up [ nursery for [ new coffee v[riety in Huong Ho[ District, which h[s 
been in oper[tion since June 2016. The forum highlighted the project’s t[rget to est[blish f[rmer groups [nd 
seek their p[rticip[tion in link[ge models  introduced by MI’s project.  Upon the propos[l of loc[l [uthorities,  
enterprises, [nd f[rmers, the project commits to provide technic[l support for f[rmer group form[tion [nd  
oper[tion of the two link[ge models. 

 
MI’s RLED-EWEC Project-Vietn[m Field Office c[rried out [ 
review of the qu[drip[rtite model from August 21–23. With the 
[ssist[nce of [n extern[l consult[nt, the te[m coll[bor[tively 
[n[lyzed the current loc[l situ[tion, identified strengths [nd 
g[ps, consolid[ted lessons le[rned, [nd drew up  
recommend[tions to improve the qu[drip[rtite model in  
prep[r[tion to the project’s upcoming ph[se. 
 
In the p[st, the project h[s signific[ntly contributed to improved 
income of coffee f[rmers [nd incre[sed profit of enterprises vi[ 
v[rious interventions, including the qu[drip[rtite link[ge model. 
For its ph[sing out ph[se, the project hopes to replic[te [nd 
sc[le up current project interventions. 



 
Mr. M[dhurjy[ Kum[r Dutt[, Director of the Tr[de [nd  
Investment F[cilit[tion Dep[rtment, [ttended the ASEAN-Indi[ 
Forum 2106 on August 3–4 in B[ngkok, Th[il[nd. 
 
The forum [imed to strengthen the ASEAN-Indi[ Economic  
P[rtnership by sh[ring perspectives of le[d spe[kers on the 
unt[pped potenti[ls in tr[de [nd investment within [nd outside 
ASEAN [nd Indi[, [s well [s discuss the implic[tions of the 
ASEAN Economic Community to Indi[ [nd the connectivity of 
the two regions [t present [nd in the future. Re[d more. 
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From August 24–26, the RLED-EWEC Project te[m  
org[nized [ tr[ining of tr[iners on group form[tion,  
m[n[gement, [nd business pl[nning for potenti[l project  
p[rtners.  Twelve p[rticip[nts from different sectors who [re 
c[p[ble [nd committed to sust[in [nd up-sc[le the two link[ge 
models in Qu[ng Tri Province p[rticip[ted in the [ctivity. 
 
This tr[ining is the kick-off [ctivity for the Vietn[m te[m for the 
project’s second ph[se. For the upcoming ph[se, the project 
focuses on eng[ging loc[l p[rtners, who h[ve been [ctively  
involved in the initi[l ph[se, to c[rry out the project [ctivities 
[nd le[d the process of loc[l economic development through 
direct link[ges [nd/or qu[drip[rtite models. 

  EWEC (SDC) PROJECT ACTIVITIES  

  

 
MI, in coll[bor[tion with the D[ N[ng People's Committee, org[nized the 
semin[r on Cooperation and Service Development on the East-West  
Economic Corridor (EWEC) on August 10. The objectives of the workshop 
were to [ssess the potenti[ls [nd [dv[nt[ges of the EWEC for  
cooper[tion [nd service development, [nd discuss solutions to strengthen 
region[l cooper[tion. More th[n 60 represent[tives of emb[ssies,  
government dep[rtments, [nd business owners from Vietn[m [ttended 
the semin[r. Re[d more.  

http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/07/mi-attends-asean-ind/
http://www.mekonginstitute.org/news-activities/detail/2017/08/16/mi-co-organizes-semi/
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 OTHER ACTIVITIES  

 
MI welcomed the deleg[tes from the Kore[  
Development Institute School of Public Policy [nd 
M[n[gement (KDI) [t the MI He[dqu[rters on 
August 24. Eleven represent[tives from v[rious 
Kore[n public [nd non-government sectors  
p[rticip[ted in the study visit. This initi[tive is p[rt 
of The Asi[ Found[tion (TAF) Kore[’s multi-ye[r 
progr[m th[t [ims to strengthen Kore[’s  
intern[tion[l [ssist[nce efforts from the public 
[nd non-government[l sectors.  
 
This ye[r’s theme of the initi[tive highlights the 
Sust[in[ble Development Cooper[tion:  
South-South [nd Tri[ngul[r Cooper[tion, with [ 
focus on Th[il[nd’s efforts in implementing efforts 
promoting tr[de [nd economic progress in the southern [re[ of the GMS. In det[il, the study visit [ims to  
([) further the deleg[tes’ knowledge on MI’s initi[tives on its them[tic [re[s, p[rticul[rly on tr[de [nd investment; 
(b) incre[se their f[mili[rity with the South-South initi[tives, [s well [s the roles of the different st[keholders [nd 
p[rtners, [nd (c) better underst[nd the ch[llenges of the cooper[tion [nd p[rtnerships in the region.    
 
MI h[s been c[rrying out str[tegies to strengthen the Southern Economic Corridor (SEC), where business clusters 
h[ve been formed to [ssist [nd strengthen the c[p[cities of SMEs in C[mbodi[, My[nm[r, Th[il[nd, [nd  
Vietn[m.  The deleg[tes observed two on-going tr[ining progr[ms held [t the MI Residenti[l Tr[ining Center. In 
[ddition, they were [ble to inter[ct with the p[rticip[nts of the International Training Program on Green Freight and 
Logistics Development [s well [s the Regional Training Program on Effective and Coordinated Information  
Management System to Facilitate Investment and Business in GMS, both implemented by MI in p[rtnership with  
TICA. 
    

 
Members of the MI f[mily, together with p[rticip[nts  
[ttending in-house tr[ining progr[ms, celebr[ted the  
Institute’s 21st [nnivers[ry on August 28. MI m[rks more 
th[n two dec[des of promoting [nd putting forw[rd  
region[l development [nd cooper[tion. As p[rt of this 
momentous event, MI don[ted books [nd public[tions to 
Khon K[en University.  



 

MEKONG INSTITUTE 

123 Mittraphap Road,  
Muang District Khon Kaen,                   
40002 THAILAND   
Tel. : +66(0) 43-202-268 to 270  
Email: information@mekonginstitute.org   
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Technic[l Assist[nce for Action Pl[n Implement[tion-N[tion[l Workshop on Promoting  

Women Entrepreneurship for Export Business in CLMV (Vienti[ne, L[o PDR) 
September 5 - 6 

Structur[l Le[rning Visit cum Business M[tching in Th[il[nd  September 10 - 16 

Region[l Tr[ining Progr[m on Gender Equ[lity [nd Women Empowerment: Sh[ring  

Good Pr[ctices [nd Experiences of Th[il[nd  
September 11 - 22 

Profession[l Tr[ining on GMS Power Equipment Oper[tion [nd M[inten[nce [nd  

S[fety M[n[gement (Kunming, Yunn[n Province, Chin[) 
September 11 - 22 

Technic[l Assist[nce for Action Pl[n Implement[tion-N[tion[l Workshop on Promoting  

Women Entrepreneurship for Export Business in CLMV (Ho Chi Minh, Vietn[m) 
September 20 - 21  

Business Networking on Sust[in[ble Tr[nsport [nd Logistics Pl[nning [nd M[n[gement  September 25 - 29 

Region[l Tr[ining cum Business Networking on Sust[in[ble Tr[nsport [nd Logistics  

Pl[nning [nd M[n[gement 

September 25 -  

October 6 

 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Khon K[en Business Forum 2016 on Promoting Opportunities for Tr[de [nd Investment  

Through Sust[in[ble Innov[tion [nd Technology M[n[gement in GMS 
September 26 

Technic[l Assist[nce for Action Pl[n Implement[tion-N[tion[l Workshop on Promoting  

Women Entrepreneurship for Export Business in CLMV (Phnom Penh, C[mbodi[) 

September 30 -  

October 1 


