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Last January 10, MI representatives and senior members of the National University of Laos 
(NOUL) delegation—led by Associate Professor Somchanh Bounphanmy, NUOL Vice 
President, and Dr. Sithixay Xayavong, Acting Director from the Office of Research and 
Academic Services—explored research collaboration in trade export, tourism, water resource 
management and disaster risk management, as well as the need for training courses on technical 
writing to enhance policy development. 

The meeting, held at the MI Training Center in Khon Kaen, Thailand, was the first of a series of 
discussions to strengthen research and capacities in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS).  

MI and the Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry to strengthen 
business environment

Dr. Watcharas Leelawath, MI Executive Director, and Dr. Daovone Phachanthavong, 
Executive Vice President of the Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(LNCCI), signed a Memorandum of Understanding last January 20, 2020 in Vientiane, 
Lao PDR. The partnership will combine MI and LNCCI expertise in policy development, 
research, and capacity building to enhance the trade and investment environment in Lao 
PDR and the GMS.
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MI and Mahidol University International College cement 
capacity building collaboration

MI and Mahidol University International College (MUIC) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding last January 24 in Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. Represented by Dr. Watcharas 
Leelawath, Executive Director of MI, and Associate Professor Chulathida Chomchai, Dean 
of MUIC, the agreement covers collaborative research projects, information-sharing, and 
academic capacity building to support the GMS’s development needs.

MI and US Embassy officials discuss ways forward to a 
sustainable Mekong River

Last January 27, MI officials met with US Embassy in Thailand Chargé d’ Affaires Michael 
Heath and Vice Consul Sarah Madden to share environmental trends and opportunities 
related to the Mekong River at the MI Training Center in Khon Kaen, Thailand. The meeting 
is part of MI’s mission to help promote sustainable management of a river basin that provides 
drinking water, food, irrigation, hydropower, transportation, and commerce to more than 70 
million people.  

MI and Thailand's Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives seal partnership for two rice projects  

On January 23 in Bangkok, Thailand, MI signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Thailand’s 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives (MOAC) to enhance agricultural sustainability in the 
Lancang-Mekong region. The two projects, which will run from 2020 to 2022, will see MI and 
MOAC’s Rice Department work closely with partners from Cambodia, P.R. China, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam to develop and promote common rice production standards and 
to establish a center to monitor and forecast rice pest and natural disasters. Read more.
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