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Mekong Institute
shifts its aid focus

SUMALEE SUWANNAKORN
THE NATION
KHON KAEN

THE Mekong Institute is revisiting its performance targets
following geo-economic changes in the Greater Mekong
Subregion amid Asean’s economic integration.

“MI has to promote and develop training and assist in
knowledge for its member countries, while solving social
problems,” Narongchai Akrasanee, chairman of a commit-
tee supervising MI, said yesterday.

The new focusonsocial assistance with train-
ingin GMS countries was ashift from economicai hesaid
at the Mekong Forum on “New Geo-economics: Reshaping
the Future of the GMS?" in Khon Kaen.

Workers have been driven back to their own countries,
which leads to unemployment Rroblems in Thailand’s
neighbouringcountries while Thailand faces alabourshort-
age, he said. MI’'s next move not only aims at GMS coun-
uia.butdw%mnﬁks.lmsﬂg,%
strawqic point-the Korean Peninsula. Ifanything
Asean’s landscape will be changed.

Watcharas Leelawath, executive director of MI, said
social problems now come as the forefront work in GMS
countries and discussion will be needed with them tojoint-
ly attack social problems.

Societies find difficulties to continue development and
more collaboration will be required to fight them in man-
ufacturing, services and Mice (meetings, incentives, con-
ferences and exhibitions), he said.

Puripan Bunnag, director of domestic mice at the
Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau, said if the
bureau joins MI to hold meetings, seminars and training,
the Mice market will be effectively broadened, given the
broad and tial customer bases in these countries.

“MI holds the Mekong Forum every‘gwmdthisisthe
market that can make connection with GMS and Asean
countries,” he said. “If we see that Thailand cannot grow
alone, its growth will be driven together with Asean coun-
tries, while promoting the exchange of products, exhibitions
and booths for businessdecision-makingand jointeconomic
development.”

Narongchai said global development is centred not only
in Western countries, but also Asean’s neighbours, partic-
ularly when economic power has been shifted to China.

“We see China growing into the world's economic power,
overtaking the United States, whose policy changes afterits
new president.

“Ourdevelopment plan in tradeand investment must be
settoaccord with China, theeconomic power thatisin clos-
est proximity to GMS countries,” he said.

Given the Sino-Thailand, Sino-Laos and Sino-Myanmar
railway projects, China plays a role in infrastructure devel-
opment in GMS and CLMV (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar
and Vietnam) countries, he said. -

Thailand should produce for trade and make a big
improvement in infrastructure, he said.

MI will be the intermediary, coordinating with all coun-
triesto produce peopletodrivedevelopment for thesixGMS
countries with international legal issues in particular,
Watcharas said.
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Institute focuses on a

strengthened GMS community

| THAILAND (MI) -- The
Greater Mekong Subregion
| (GMS) takes the limelight as
[ it proactively puts forward
|a competitive pace and
| place in the global arena to
i promote its capacities and
| resources.
Global events have
evident impacts to the
| Region’s development,
particularly in enhancing
| cooperative ties. Mekong
Institute’s (MI) Mekong
Forum 2017, which was held
in partnership with Thailand
Convention and Exhibition
Bureau (TCEB) and the
International Development
Research Centre (IDRC)
on July 14 in Khon Kaen,
Thailand, aimed to look
| more closely at the future
|'of the GMS, particularly
the promotion of inclusive
development and progress.
' More than 200
development practitioners,
| senior policymakers,
business and civic leaders,
and academics attended and
shared their expertise on
geo-economics and how it
| shapes and affects society.
‘ Chairman of the MI
‘ Steering Committee, Dr
Narongchai Akrasanee
stressed the important role

Keynote and i k

MEKONG
FORUM
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of the GMS countries in
developing a collective
economy and focusing on
infrastructure projects - with
China providing significant
support through its One Belt
One Road Initiative. He
also mentioned that human
capacity resources should be
improved on a large scale.
In addition, former
Malaysian Ambassador
to the World Trade
Organisation, Datuk
Manickam Suppermaniam,
emphasised that
strengthening regional ties
and avoiding conflicts will
substantially contribute to the

development of theRegion.
As an example, he cited
that the success of Asean is
attributed to the collective
efforts of encompassing its
differences and exploring
complementary issues to
develop a market-based
system, and that the GMS
is rapidly advancing to the
same direction.
Furthermore, the
Forum'’s sessions provided
collective agreement to
further boost collaborative
efforts from both the public
and the private sectors
in order to put the GMS
upfront in terms of global
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as the forum starts.

trade and investment. This
should promote regional
integration and sustainable
growth for all its members.
MI’s role in coordinating
with its six member countries
- Cambodia, China (Yunnan
and Guangxi provinces),
the Lao PDR, Myanmar‘
Vietnam, and Thailand
proves to be a crucial position
in assuring that the Region
comes together to link its
members to each other and
to the rest of the world.
They will be able to further
assist one another to foster a
greater sense of community
for security and prosperity.

Vientiane Times
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' Top Stories Press Releases : Thailand to Assume Mekong Institute Council’s Chairman from 5 August 2017 — 4 A
2019
' Press Releases

During 12 — 14 July 2017, Mrs. Suphatra Srimaitreephithak, Director-General of the Thailand Intern:
' |n Focus Cooperation Agency (TICA), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, attended the Mekong
Council Meeting 1/2017 and assumed the Mekong Institute Council Chairmanship from 5 August 2017 — 4
1 Social & Cultural News 2019 at the Mekong Institute in Khon Kaen, Thailand. At the same time, Myanmar’s chairmanship will end
) August 2017. The Director-General also attended the Mekong Forum 2017, organized under the theme “h

* Saranrom Radio Geo-Economics: Reshaping the Future of the GMS” at Pullman Khon Kaen Raja Orchid Hotel.

Many Thai Government Agencies, including the Thailand International Cooperation Agency (TICA),
Department of Intemational Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Commerce,
Khon Kean Province have benefited from the Mekong Institute as an organization conducting projects anc
activities in order to develop and empower human resource capacity building of government officials in the

roator Maolnnn Quh raninn (A SY Mwar tha vaare Mablonn Inctitita’c activiticoe haoua linkad tha MG cuk

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of the Kingdom of Thailand

http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/news3/6886/79227-Thailand-to-Assume-Mekong-Institute-
Council%E2%80%99s-Chai.html



http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/news3/6886/79227-Thailand-to-Assume-Mekong-Institute-Council%E2%80%99s-Chai.html
http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/news3/6886/79227-Thailand-to-Assume-Mekong-Institute-Council%E2%80%99s-Chai.html

MG NS
o ",

3 MEKONG
& INSTITUTE

Media Reports Mekong Forum 2017

mum W ewlssmd adgqnnssy AlinA - @AM syddy

AaunAutIIAIWsEauwTaewasu2560 W via_
11IINIA JUANST 14 AsngIaM W.A.2560 0:00 u. G+

-
Cl(?f‘aﬁf

Independent News Network

http://www.innnews.co.th/shownews/show?newscode=797199

Country of Publication:

Thailand
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Korat Daily News

http://www.koratdaily.com/blog.php?id=5907&like=1
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Khon Kaen University

https://www.kku.ac.th/newspaper/V.php?l=en&g=P0006193
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C ) | ® hueuni.eduyn/portal/vi/index.php/News/doan-dai-bieu-dai-hoc-hue-tham-du-pt p-hoi-dong-vien-mekong-va-dien-dan-mekong-2017.htmi % :
English ENEENN -

i i S ETE- g
TRANG CHU | GIOT THI DAO TAO | KHOA HOC CONG NGHE | HOP TAC & PHAT TRIEN | SINH VIEN | TUYEN SINH | THONG
Tin tirc - S kién 5 Tin hop téc I oo sewennaivae [

Doan dai biéu Dai hoc Hué tham dy phién hop Hoi déng Vién Mekong va Dién » Théng béo Dién dan du hoc Phap
dan Mekong 2017 2017 02:41 N&m 2017 (24-07-2017 02:47) W&

» Thong béo: Chuong trinh gidi
thudng/hoc béng L'Oreal - UNESCO
(21-07-2017 08:45) Wk

> Tintlc - Sy kién

> Tintuyén sinh Trong cac ngay 13 va 14 thang 7 nam 2017, tai thanh phd Khon Kaen, Thai Lan da dién ra phién

P hop Hoi dong Vién Mekong (Mekong Institute) lan thi¥ nhat nam 2017 va Dién dan Mekong
(Mekong Forum) nam 2017. V& tw cach 1 mét don vi thanh vién cua Hoi ddng, doan dai biéu Pai

A hoc Hue gom PGS.TS. Ngnyen Quang Linh, Gidm déc va PGS.TS. Pham Khac Liéu, Pho Treong | » Truong DH Ngoai ngir. Oai hoc Hué

ban Khoa hoc Cdng nghé va Méi trromg dé tham gia cac sw kién nay. nhigu hoc bong khuyén khich hoc tap

. " tir Gau khoa hoc, hoc bong di hoc dai

> Tin Khoa hoc Céng nghé han tai nuGC NGO (10-07-2017 05:30) Wk

» 111y do @& hoc tap va thanh nghé tai

Trydng Bai hoc Nong Lam, ai hoc

Hué (07-07-2017 09:55) Wot

» 16 chi tiéu I6p K su Quéc gia Phdp

nam 2017 (07-07-2017 05:26) Hot

> Tin sinh vién

> Hoat ddng Dang - Doan thé

%) Lién két IIII

35 Tin tic, s kién m&i nhat I“I

I“ EKONG » Thong béo Dién dan du hoc Phap

FORUM | &M 2017 (24-07-2017 02.47) C*
32y ) B » BY didu khién néng nghiép cong

nghé cao ‘made by. . SV" (21-07-2017

03:03)

» Thong bédo: Chuong trinh gidi

thudng/hoc béng L'Oreal - UNESCO

(21-07-2017 08:49)

» Sinh vién Truedng DHNL: Khdi

nghiép tiy Nong nghiép (21-07-2017

o8:33) >

i : 24 » Bai hoc Hué tham dy Phién hop
y 5} i l foan thé ASEA Uninet 2017 tai Dai hoc
v one mone mnowmiceusare  TLEE LR ol z ARy LY e

HE THONG QUAN LY
urcnlnmuoc

HOP THU DIEN

2 _J maihy

Trén nén tang mét co s& nghién ciru khu vuc ra doi ném 1996 tai Dai hoc Khon Kaen theo théa thudn —
gilra Chinh phil New Zealand va Chinh phd Thai Lan, Gén nam 2006 Vién Mekong (MI) G chuyén doi | > Lién ket “I'
thanh mdt 6 chirc lién chinh phd doc bao tro bdi 6 qudc gia thuéc Tiéu viing séng Mekong mé réng
(GMS) gdm Campuchia, Trung Quéc (tinh Van Nam va Khu tu tri d&n toc Choang Quang Tay), Lo,
Myanmar, Thi Lan va Viét Nam. Muc tiéu hoat dng cia MI Ia thang qua phat trién nguon nhan lyc va
tang cuéng nang luc dé dong gop vao Sy phat trién bén viing kinh té-xa hdi, xoa Gbi giam nghéo & cac
nuGc thude GMS va thiic day hop téc, hdi nhap trong khu vurc. Hi dong MI gom dai dién cia cac nuéc
thanh vién, cia knéi hoc thudt, kndi doanh nghiép trong khu vurc va cac G6i tac phat trién ngoai knu vuc.

HUE University

http://hueuni.edu.vn/portal/vi/index.php/News/doan-dai-bieu-dai-hoc-hue-tham-du-phien-hop-

hoi-dong-vien-mekong-va-dien-dan-mekong-2017.html
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