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TV

Date: August 26, 2016

Media: National Broadcasting Services of Thailand_Khonkaen

Link: http://goo.gl/KMUrwi

Headline: Dr. Watcharas Leelawath gave an interview on Mekong Forum 2016 to NBT channel
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Print Media

Date: August 31", 2016
Media: Vientiane Times
Headline: Policy makers promote equitable, inclusive growth in GMS
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Participants gather at the 4th Mekong Forum.

Policy makers promote equitable,
inclusive growth in GMS

KHON KAEN, Thailand (MI)
- The 4th Mekong Forum 2016
brought together development
practitioners, senior policy
makers, business and civic
leaders, and academics
involved in promoting the
development of the Greater
Mekong Sub-region (GMS).
The forum was organised
by Mekong Institute (MI) and
took place on August 29 in
Khon Kaen, Thailand.
Participants shared
success stories and presented
innovative ideas on the roles
of development partners,
the changing needs of the
GMS countries, and ways to

| enhance regional integration

and promote more equitable

| and inclusive growth in the

GMS. ¥
The theme of this year’s

| Mekong Forum was “*Sharing

Responsibility for Common

| Prosperity”.

Former Prime Minister of
New Zealand, Rt. Hon. James
Bolger and Former Minister
of Energy and Minister of
Commerce of Thailand, Dr
Narongchai Akrasanee served
as keynote speakers.

Years of implementation of
the Paris Declaration resulted
in significant progress in
improving aid effectiveness
and teaching of some valuable
lessons.

Notably, developing
countries have stepped up
their roles and become vital
sources of trade, investment,
knowledge, and development
cooperation.

Furthermore, non-
government organisations

(NGOs), global programmes,
private funds and businesses
are more actively engaging
in domestic and overseas
development initiatives and
contributing innovative ideas
and approaches.

Since 2011, a consensus has
emerged among development
partners on the need to shift
focus from the agenda of
aid effectiveness per se to
more effective approach to
development cooperation,
with particular emphasis on
securing cooperation across
governments.

Development partners are
urged to reconsider how -
and for what purpose - aid
is invested, ensuring that it
is also in accordance with
commitments towards human
rights, decent work, gender
equality, environmental
sustainability and disability
access.

The Mekong Forum 2016,
therefore, will serve to further
support -this agreement by
fostering dialogue among
development partners and
agencies on approaches to
enhance effective development
cooperation as a means to
achieve development targets.

These include reducing
poverty and inequality,
generating inclusive
growth, improving capacity
development, and exceeding
the sustainable development
goals in the GMS.

The meeting found there
was a direct need to talk about
what has already been done,
and identify ways on how
both traditional and emerging

development partners can
further work together with
the GMS countries to attain
sustainable progress. within
the region.

In response, the MI, with
its Mekong Forum initiative,
claims to position itself at
the forefront of this goal by
acting both as a facilitator
and a catalyst in discussing
the invaluable role and
contribution of development
partners in sharing lessons
learned, identifying future
priority needs, and suggesting
ways to advance effective
development cooperation in
the GMS for the years to come.

The forum is brings together
opinion leaders to discuss the,
most pressing issues facing
the GMS.

The forum comes after MI!
successfully organised three
similar in the past.

Numerous topics have been
discussed in these fora, such as
narrowing development gaps
between the Jesser developed
Asean countries and other
Asean states, enhancing
regional cooperation and
integration, and modernising
the GMS.

To keep up with the pace
of the fast-growing economies
of the GMS countries, MI has -
made the forum an annual
event from its roots as a
biennial event.

It is hoped that with
support from stakeholders,
this initiative will further
strengthen the connectivity of’
the GMS and the development
partner community-toward a
peaceful and prosperous future.




Web and Social Media

Date: August 297 2016

Media: Xinhua

Link: goo.gl/sABkxS

Headline: Mekong Forum focused on Sharing responsibility for common prosperity : expert
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Mekong Forum focused on sharing responsibility
for common prosperity: expert

Source: Xinhua 2016-08-28 18:08:37 MEE & &

KHON KAEN, Thailand, Aug. 29 (Xinhua)-- The Mekong Forum 2016 served to foster
dialogue among partners and agencies of Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) conntries to
pursuing their development targets, an expert said on Monday.

"These include reducing poverty and inequality, generating inclusive growth, improving
capacity development, and exceeding the sustainable development goals in the GMS," said
Dr. Watcharas Leelawath, executive director of Mekong Institute (MI) at the Mekong
Forum.

Mekong Forum 2016 was hosted by MI on August 29 at Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen,
northeast of Thailand. The theme of this vear's Mekong Forum is "Sharing Responsibility
for Common Prosperity.”

The Forum brought together more than 200 participants, including Dr. Narongchai
Akrasanee, former Energy Minister of Thailand, James Bolger, the 35th Prime Minister of
New Zealand, and Li Hong, Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (TNESCAP), as well as
development practitioners, senior policy makers, business and civicleaders and
academics from six GMS countries,

Narongchai, former Energy Minister of Thailand, told Xinhua that GMS countries share
the Mekong river, face certain commen problems and challenges during pursuing

commercialization and sustainable development.

"It is thus a common responsibility for each parties concerned to cooperate to take care of
the Mekong river for farming and energy-production, serving people who live along the
mother river," said the expert.

"GMS has been grown more and more modernization and commerciallv-motivated. There
are at least three pillars to enhance capacity building of this region, i.e., agriculture
development, trade and investment, as well as innovation," Watcharas,

The Executive Director of MI regards the LMC (Lancang-Mekong Cooperation)
framework, the mechanism newly initiated by China as a brilliant one to further
cooperation of GMS countries,

"Anyway, what the countries concerned need to dois to implement more well-designed
projects and make the mechanism more efficiently conducted, for their common
prosperity," he added.

During the in-depth discussion lasting for the whole day, participants of the forum shared
success stories and present innovative ideas on the roles of development partners, the
changing needs of the GMS countries, and ways to enhance regional integration and
promote more equitable and inclusive growth in the GMS.

The Mekong Forum, an inter-governmental organization in the GMS initiated by MI, is
now being used by leaders, international crganizations and scholars as a neutral platform
to exchange ideas and build networks across the GMS.

Mekong Institute has successfully organized three Mekong Forums in the past and
numerous topics have been discnssed, such as narrowing development gaps between the
lesser developed ASEAN countries and other ASEAN states, and modernizing the GMS.

MI was formed by the Thai Department of Technical and Economic Cooperation and New
Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 1096.




Date: August 297 2016

Media: Foreign Affairs Office of Yunnan Province

Link: http://goo.gl/HsucU1

Headline: Mekong Forum 2016
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“SHARING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
COMMON PROSPERITY”
Mekong Forum 2016
August 29. 2016 Pullman Hotel, Khon Kaen

Mekong Institute will organize the 4th Mekong Forum on August 29. 2016 at Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen. Thailand.
Mekong Forum 2016 will bring together development practitioners. senior policy makers. business and civic leaders. and
academics involved in promoting the development of the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). Participants will share success
stories and present innovative ideas on the roles of development partners. the changing needs of the GMS countries. and ways to
enhance regional integration and promote more equitable and inclusive growth in the GMS.

The theme of this year’s Mekong Forum is “Sharing Responsibility for Common Prosperity”. With Rt. Hon. James Bolger.
35th Prime Minister of New Zealand and Dr. Narongchai Ak . Former Mini of Energy and Minister of Commerce of
Thailand as the kevnote speakers. Years of implementing the Paris Declaration resulted in significant progress in improving aid
effectiveness and taught some valuable lessons. Notably. developing countries have stepped up their roles and become vital
sources of trade. investment. knowledge. and development cooperation. Furthermore. non-govemment organizations (NGOs).
global programs, private funds and businesses are more actively ing in develop 1t and contributing innovative ideas
and approaches.

Later on. in 2011, a consensus has emerged among development partners on the need to shift focus from aid effectiveness to
effective development cooperation. with particular emphasis on securing cooperation across govemments. Development
partners are urged to reconsider how - and for what purpose - aid is invested. ensuning that it 1s in accordance with commitments
towards human rights. decent work. gender equality, environmental sustainability and disability.

The Mekong Forum 2016, therefore. will serve to further support this agreement by fostering dialogue among development
partners and agencies on approaches to enhance effective development cooperation as a means to achieve development targets.
These include reducing poverty and inequality. generating inclusive growth. improving capacity development. and exceeding
the sustainable development goals in the GMS.

There is a direct need to talk about what has already been done. and identify ways on how both traditional and emerging
development partners can further work together with the GMS countries to attain sustainable progress within the region. In
response. the Mekong Institute. with its Mekong Forum initiative. positions itself at the forefront of this goal by acting both as a
facilitator and a catalyst in discussing the invaluable role and contribution of development partners in sharing lessons leamed.
identifying future priority needs. and suggesting ways to advance effective development cooperation in the GMS for the years
to come.

Background Information about Mekong Forum:

Initiated by Mekong Institute, an inter-govemmental organization in the GMS. the Mekong Forum:
a) Brings together opinion leaders to discuss the most pressing issues facing the GMS:
b) Is known for its July biennial gathering in Khon Kaen. a city in the northeast of Thailand:

o) Isanir d platform ing busi academic and other leaders in collaborative efforts to shape the development
agenda in the GMS: and

d) Is now being used by leaders. intemational organizations and scholars as a neutral platform to exchange ideas and build
networks across the GMS.

Mekong Institute has successfully organized three Mekong Forums in the past. Numerous topics have been discussed. such
as narrowing development gaps between the lesser developed ASEAN countries and other ASEAN states. enhancing regional
cooperation and integration. and modemizing the GMS. To keep up with the pace of the fast-growing economies of the GMS
countries. MI has made the Mekong Forum an annual event from a biennial event. This will further strengthen the connectivity
ofthe GMS and the development partner community.
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Date: August 29™ 2016

Media: Ben King (@BKingNZ)_Twitter

Link: http://goo.gl/VoCMIk

Headline: Former #NZ PM Rt Hon Jim Bolger delivers keynote address at #MekongForum: NZ strongly supports

@Mekonglnstitute
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Former #NZ PM Rt Hon Jim Bolger delivers
keynote address at #MekongForum: NZ
strongly supports @Mekonglnstltute




Date: August 29", 2016

Media: China.org.cn

Link: http://goo.gl/cWruFr

Headline: Mekong Forum focused on sharing responsibility for common prosperity: expert
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Mekong Forum focused on sharing responsibility for common prosperity:

expert "It is thus a common responsibility for each parties concerned to cooperate to take care of the

Mekong river for farming and energy-production, serving people who live along the mother river,"
Xinhua, August 29, 2016 @ 0 Comment(s) L, Print (& E-mail said the expert.

Adjust font size: o } .
"GMS has been grown more and more modernization and commercially-motivated. There are at

least three pillars to enhance capacity building of this region, i.e., agriculture development, trade
and investment, as well as innovation," Watcharas.

The Mekong Forum 2016 served to foster dialogue among partners and agencies of Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS) countries to pursuing their development targets, an expert said on
Monday.

The Executive Director of Ml regards the LMC (Lancang-Mekong Cooperation) framework, the

"These include reducing poverty and inequaltty, generating inclusive growth, improving capacity mechanism newly initiated by China as a brilliant one to further cooperation of GMS countries.

development, and exceeding the sustainable development goals in the GMS," said Dr.
Watcharas Leelawath, executive director of Mekong Institute (MI) at the Mekong Forum. "Anyway, what the countries concerned need to do is to implement more well-designed projects

and make the mechanism more efliciently conducted, for their common prosperity." he added.
Mekong Forum 2016 was hosted by MI on August 29 at Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen, northeast of

Thailand. The theme of this year's Mekong Forum is "Sharing Responsibility for Common During the in-depth discussion lasting for the whole day, participants of the forum shared success
Prosperity." stories and present innovative ideas on the roles of development partners, the changing needs
of the GMS countries, and ways to enhance regional integration and promote more equitable

The Forum brought together more than 200 participants, including Dr. Narongchai Akrasanee, and inclusive growth in the GMS.

former Energy Minister of Thailand, James Bolger, the 35th Prime Minister of New Zealand, and

Li Hong, Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations Economic and Social The Mekong Forum, an inter-governmental organization in the GMS initiated by MI, is now being
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), as well as development practitioners, senior used by leaders, international organizations and scholars as a neutral platform to exchange
policy makers, business and civic leaders and academics from six GMS countries. ideas and build networks across the GMS.




Date: September 29TH, 2016
Media: National News Bureau of Thailand

Link: http://goo.gl/jeNkMQ
Headline: Mekong Institute holds Mekong Forum 2016 in Khon Kaen
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Mekong Institute holds Mekong Forum 2016 in Khon Kaen
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Date : 29 gawau 2559

. KHOM KAEM, 29 August 2016 (NNT) — Mekong Institute has launched the Mekong Forum
2016 to exchange ideas on developing the Mekong Region. The forum was participated by
officials, businesspersons, policy makers, and academics.

-
Mekong Institute’s Executive Director Watcharas Leelawat today presided over the opening
ceremony of Mekong Forum 2016 at Pullman Khon Kaen Raja Orchid Hotel, Khon Kaen
province, which is a gathering of development workers, senior policy makers, business

- - leaders, civil society leaders, and academics, convening on the various approaches to
r - '. ' r v
d TRED TN 0 developing the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS).

Participants in this conference shared their stories, accomplishments, and creative

PICTURE innovations related to the development, partnership, and the changing needs of GMS

Nitisrea1saw countries. The panel agree that integration and regional support were needed to establish
inclusive growth to the GMS countries.

VDO

Tifnneiaia A special lecture on Sharing Responsibility for Common Prosperity was given at this forum

by the former Prime Minister of New Zealand Jim Bolger, as well as a lecture on Capturing
the Growth in the GMS by former Minister of Energy Narongchai Akaraseranee.

The Mekong Forum 2016 serves as a platform for the exchange of ideas and the goal of
creating a human resources network to enhance cooperation and development in the
Mekong region.




Date: August 29™, 2016

Media: Khon Kaen University
Link: http://goo.gl/0S15BD
Headline: Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: August 29,2016
Media: ASEAN Center
Link: http://goo.gl/JylveW
Headline: Mekong Institute organized Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: August 29" 2016

Media: NEDA

Link: http://goo.gl/0S15BD

Headline: Mekong Institute organized Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: August 30, 2016

Media: The office of Agriculture Research and Extension Maejo University
Link: http://goo.gl/rmgHnD

Headline: Mekong Forum 2016
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Date:

August 30, 2016

Media: Public Relations Office Region 4 Khonkaen
Link: http://goo.gl/tuynXp
Headline: Mekong Institute Organized Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: August 30, 2016

Media: AEC Tourism Connectivity

Link: http://goo.gl/317417

Headline: Mekong Institute Organized Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: August 30", 2016

Media: Global Times

Link: http://goo.gl/UZUdRE

Headline: Mekong Forum focused on sharing responsibility for common prosperity: expert
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Mekong Forum focused on sharing responsibility for common
prosperity: expert

Source:Xinhua Published: 2016/8/30 8:23:62 OB in | G-l

4

The Mekong Forum 2016 served to foster dialogue among pariners and agencies of Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS)
countries to pursuing their development targets, an expert said on Monday.

"These include reducing poverty and inequality, generating inclusive growth, improving capacity development. and exceeding
the sustainable development goals in the GMS." said Dr. Watcharas Leelawath, executive director of Mekong Institute (MI) at
the Mekong Forum.

Mekong Forum 2016 was hosted by MI on August 29 at Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen, northeast of Thailand. The theme of this
year's Mekong Forum is "Sharing Responsibility for Common Prosperity."

The Forum brought together more than 200 participants, including Dr. Narongchai Akrasanee, former Energy Minister of
Thailand, James Bolger, the 35th Prime Minister of New Zealand. and Li Hong. Permanent Representative of China to the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). as well as development practitioners,
senior policy makers, business and civic leaders and academics from six GMS countries.

Narongchai, former Energy Minister of Thailand, told Xinhua that GMS countries share the Mekong river, face certain
common problems and challenges during pursuing commercialization and sustainable development.

"It is thus a common responsibility for each parties concerned to cooperate to take care of the Mekong river for farming and
energy-production, serving people who live along the mother river," said the expert.

"GMS has been grown more and more modernization and commercially-motivated. There are at least three pillars to
enhance capacity building of this region, i.e., agriculture development, trade and investment, as well as innovation,"
Watcharas.

The Executive Director of MI regards the LMC (Lancang-Mekong Cooperation) framework, the mechanism newly initiated by
China as a brilliant one to further cooperation of GMS countries.

"Anyway, what the countries concerned need to do is to implement more well-designed projects and make the mechanism
more efficiently conducted, for their common prosperity," he added.

During the in-depth discussion lasting for the whole day. participanis of the forum shared success stories and present
innovative ideas on the roles of development partners, the changing needs of the GMS countries, and ways to enhance

regional integration and promote more equitable and inclusive growth in the GMS.

The Mekong Forum, an inter-governmental organization in the GMS initiated by MI, is now being used by leaders,
international organizations and scholars as a neutral platform to exchange ideas and build networks across the GMS.

Mekong Institute has successfully organized three Mekong Forums in the past and numerous fopics have been discussed,
such as narrowing development gaps between the lesser developed ASEAN countries and other ASEAN states, and

modernizing the GMS.

MI was formed by the Thai Department of Technical and Economic Cooperation and New Zealand Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade in 1996.

MI has played a transformational role in capacity development in the region for 20 years.

Posted in: Asia-Pacifie
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Date: August 317 2016

Media: China Southern Power Grid

Link: http://goo.gl/QOwjwD

Headline: Southern Power Grid attended the Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: August 31™, 2016
Media: Vietnam Agency

Link: http:// goo.gl/Rwhk7r
Headline:

Mekong Forum 2016: Sharing Responsibility for Common Prosperity
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Date: September 1%, 2016

Media: Open Development Mekong

Link: http://goo.gl/4x8NZt

Headline: Mekong forum focused on sharing responsibility for common prosperity: expert
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The Mekong Forum 2016 served to foster dialogue among partners and agencies of Greater Mekong Subregion countries to
pursuing their development targets, an expert said on August 29. “These include reducing poverty and inequality, generating
inclusive growth, improving capacity development, and exceeding the sustainable development goals in the GMS,” said Dr.
Watcharas Leelawath, executive director of Mekong Institute at the Mekong Forum. Mekong Forum 2016 was hosted by MI on
August 29 at Pullman Hotel Khon Kaen, northeast of Thailand. The theme of this yvear’s Mekong Forum is “Sharing Responsibility
for Commeon Prosperity.” The Forum brought together more than 200 participants, including Dr. Narongchai Akrasanee, former
Energy Minister of Thailand, James Bolger, the 35th Prime Minister of New Zealand, and Li Hong, Permanent Representative of
China to the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, as well as development practitioners,

senior policy makers, business and civic leaders and academics from six GMS countries.

Keep reading
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Date: September 1%, 2016

Media: TR Weekly

Link: http://goo.gl/4x8NZt

Headline: Mekong forum opens in KhonKaen
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Mekong Forum opens in Khon Kaen

= August 31, 2016 by e-NewsWire CJ Leave a Commen
Filed under News, Thailand

KHON KAEN, 31 August 2016: The 2016 Mekong Forum opened yesterday in Khon Kaen province, attracting
a record turnout of officials from government and private organisation interested in developing trade within
the Greater Mekong Subregion.

Mekong Institute executive director, Watcharas Leelawath, chaired the opening session attended by
development officers, policymakers, social enterprises, and academics.

Participants identified success stories in the GMS focusing on trade links, training programmes and
infrastructure development.

The forum also featured a
keynote address on “Sharing
Responsibility for Common
Prosperity” by former New
Zealand Prime Minister Jim
Bolger, as well as “Capturing the
Growth in the Greater Mekong
Subregion” by former Thai
Energy Minister Narongchai
Akrasanee.

Mekong Institute played a role at
the Mekong Tourism Forum held in Sihanoukville during the first week of July.

The Mekong Institute executive director made a presentation at that event on top investment trends in the
GMS that were relevant to tourism.

For his MTF presentation see: View from the Top.

{Source: National News Bureau of Thailand)
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Date: September 1, 2016

Media: ARTNeTontrade

Link: https://www.facebook.com/ARTNeTonline/?hc_ref=SEARCH
Headline: Mekong Forum 2016

". ARTNeTontrade
'.' 9HIBTF5530. 0
*From our member Thursday: Mekong Institute * #Mekong Forum 2016
and Mekong Institute 20th Anniversary

Mekong Institute (MI), one of the ARTNeT institutional members, organized
the Mekong Forum 2016 - brought together development practitioners,
senior policy makers, business and civic leaders, and academics who are
involved in promoting the development of the GMS. During the one-day
event on August 29th, participants shared success stories and brought
innovative ideas on the role of development partners, the changing needs
of the GMS countries, and ways to achieve enhanced regional integration
and promote more equitable and inclusive growth in the GMS.

The ARTNeT Secretariat also congratulate to Mi's 20th anniversary and
look forward to another year of successful collaboration.

More info about MI: http://www.mekonginstitute.org/

) 0 (O <P )
20 "](fm ) ot s ooremllon lm. @e\»elot\meul

21




Date: September 1%, 2016

Media: China Power.com.cn

Link: http://goo.gl/M4AKBM

Headline: Southern Power Grid Attended the 20th Anniversary of Ml and Mekong Forum 2016
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Date: September 5, 2016

Media: Vietnam+

Link: http://goo.gl/u8FkJD

Headline: Mekong Forum 2016: Sharing Responsibility for Common Prosperity
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Headline: Press Release of Mekong Forum 2016
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Media: devex.com

Link: http://goo.gl/2szcE1

Headline: Mekong Institute aims to foster partnership in evolving subregion
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Mekong Institute aims to foster partnership in

evolving subregion
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By Lean Alfred Sanitos
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"SHARING RESPOI
SPONSBILITY
COMMON PROSPERTY:

How do you keep an entire subregion's development vision aligned while ensuring no one gets left
behind? Photo by: Lean Santos / Devex

The Mekong Institute is expanding its role as a platform for dialogue and diplomacy in
the rapidly developing Greater Mekong Subregion. To do so, the Institute is pivoting its
focus from training and capacity building to trade and innovation. The goal, officials told
Devex, is to tum the region’s gaze outward toward global commercial opportunities.

“It's not the old GMS anymore where the fammers and manufacturers produce for
domestic consumption,” Mekong Institute executive director Wacharas Leelawath told
Devex in an interview. “Now, it's becoming more commercialized and modemized.”

Taking advantage of trade and other intemational business opportunities will require a
shared reaional vision from the subregion’s aovemments. he said.

“We need to talk to each other and create a vision aligned in the same direction,” he
said on the sidelines of the Mekong Forum in the institute’s headquarters in Khon Kaen,
Thailand. “If you want to maintain sustainability, we have to have genuine partnership.”

Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and two provinces in southem China
(Yunnan and Guangxi) sit along the Mekong River. The GMS is home to more than 330
million people whose average income per capita have also almost doubled from $1.492
to more than $3,000 since 2010, according to figures from the Asian Development Bank.

As these countries develop, the institute can serve as a platform to exchange ideas,
experiences, lessons leamed, and innovations, he told Devex. Established in 1996, the
institute is an intergovemmental organization administered by the six GMS countries. It
focuses on integrated human resource development, capacity building programs, and
development projects related to regional cooperation and integration.

Cooperation is particularly important for countries lagging behind in economic
development. Myanmar, for instance, has only just reopened itself to the world, following
an openly democratic election in November last year. In a panel session during the
Mekong Forum, Myanmar's permanent secretary for its planning and finance ministry Tun
Tun Naing said regional cooperation is important for his nation’s development moving
forward.

“How do we share responsibility to create prosperity across the globe? No one can do it
alone,” James Bolger, former prime minister of New Zealand and the main proponent for
the establishment of the Mekong Institute, said in his keynote speech at the event. “We
all have an interest in reducing poverty and making positive change.”
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Changing times

The evolution of the Mekong Institute in its 20 years of existence reflects broader
changes in the region.

“At the beginning, [MI] was only a training institute ... to build capacity of govemment
officials in the subregion and foster the network between them,” Leelawath explained.
“We have consistently adapted and altered the institute's focus in development areas in
response to ... global dynamics.”

The institute head explained that part of their curent mandate is to link their research to
policy makers. “There were a lot of studies that come up with recommendations, but
[they] were not utilized. So we try to link it to policymakers [because] they have the
power to make the real change.”

This transition is also evident in the way the institute’s evolving pillars, focus areas that
serve as guiding principles and targets for Mi. Over the last five years, the mandates
have included a focus on rural development, trade and investment, and human
migration. For the next five years until 2020, Leelawath called for a more global
perspective for the region, in order to maximize the benefits of free trade agreements to
develop rural areas.

The institute’s three new pillars until 2020 are: agricultural development and
commercialization; trade and investment facilitation particularly in utilizing free trade
agreements including that of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the
ASEAN-China FTA; and innovation and technological connectivity.

Among MI's related projects are commercial support for fammers in terms of food safety
standards and good agricultural practices; improvement of agricultural policy
development and restructuring; strengthening of local chambers of commerce and
business associations; integration of GMS enterprises to regional and global value
chains; foreign direct investment promotion; and capacity development for innovation
and technology promotion policy.

Pressing issues

Despite regional development progress over the last two decades. pressing challenges
remain. Leelawath urged govemments to prioritize impact evaluations and environmental
and community safeguards.

The broader Asia-Pacific region is pivoting toward more effective monitoring and
evaluation throughout a development project’s life cycle — not just at its conclusion.
This includes a more engaged consultation system between stakeholders in the region
to avoid duplicated efforts and conserve resources.

Social and environmental safeguards could also be improved to help address the
concems of communities directly impacted by projects. Some advocacy groups argue
that development initiatives can at times leave people worse off because of
environmental extemalities.

“If you do a project, it will be good to one group of people, [and] sometimes it has some
unbearable impact to others,” the Mi chief explained. “So before we implement any
project, we should have a stakeholder meeting” to address concems and find a win-win
solution.

Conversations about safeguards could also apply to trade. Mia Mikic, trade policy and
analysis specialist at the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the

Pacific in Thailand, said she hoped regional trade would be “an activity that takes care of
social equity and environmental responsibility”.

Adding sustainable development to conversations about growth will help ensure no
countries in the region are “left behind” by what Leelawath called GMS's “bright future”
ahead.

Read more international development news online, and subscribe to The
Development Newswire to receive the latest from the world’s leading donors and
decision-makers — emailed to you FREE every business day.




